
	

	

April 11, 2016 
Counting Children 
 

Programming Note: You can visit and bookmark the new page that is in 
progress that will carry most of the ACF/Thomas Sullivan and other Whistle 
Blowers episodes. It’s only barely started and needs a lot of work, but I want 
the Blog itself to get back to the local level of reporting more and more. There 
is so much going on! 

 
There’s a movement afoot to snag children out of Foster Care and place them into 
‘tribal approved’ homes, and to do this with no warning to the Foster families or to 
the children.  
 
The idea behind the ICWA/NICWA laws is to remove any child, regardless of how 
little or how remotely they are related to any tribe anywhere, and regardless of what 
even their biological parents want for them, and place them into homes of complete 
strangers, and those strangers do not necessarily have to have any Native Blood at 
all, but the premise is to place children in culturally appropriate homes.  
 
Further, there is no oversight on how those who have custody of those children treat 
them. There are no investigations into abuse, rape, or trafficking. ICWA/NICWA 
prevents that.  
 
Most of these children were originally removed from their ‘culturally appropriate’ 
homes to begin with because of extreme neglect, repeated abuse, and sexual 
abuse.  
 
Foster families have nourished these children back from the brink, and many of 
these homes also have enrolled the children into classes and groups where they can 
learn about their heritage, practice language and dances and all the culturally 
appropriate things that would add to their lives.  
 
The deliberate shock and traumatizing of these children is intentional. It is to make 
them feel helpless and disconnected from the only families they have ever known, 
the only safety or security they have ever known.  Immediately, this sets up the 
Stockholm Syndrome for survival.  
 
To say that Foster Families that love and nourish and care for these children are 
doing harm because they were only supposed to be temporary, is wrong.   
 
What the children needed when they were originally removed from abusive, 
neglectful homes, was love and security. You can’t fake that. They needed stability 
and to feel safe. To take that away from them, without warning, is cruel.  
 
The premise of ICWA/NICWA being that children are being ‘stolen’ from tribes. That 
is not true. Tribes are the ones tearing up and shredding records of abuse, and even 
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their birth certificates so that they cannot be enrolled in schools or receive any kind 
of government help when they become adults.  
 
They become ‘enrolled’ and as a member of the tribe, that tribe then gets increased 
funding by head count.  Even more if the child has special needs, and no one 
supervises or oversees how those funds are spent.   
 
Which is like the housing funds that go to every tribe every quarter, and yet most live 
in absolute squalor, defective homes, no funds to fix them because the tribal leaders 
have spent it on other things.  Also, by not fixing the homes, they continue to be a 
source of ‘need for additional revenue’ and Federal Government continues to pour 
more funds into it, again, without auditing or caring to look to see how the money is 
being spent.  
 
The same for the children. They are money. Nothing more.  
 
How do I know this? Because many of the Foster Families who have cared for these 
children and given them a sense of home, family and belonging for years, have 
never received any funding from the tribes for their care despite government funds 
being poured into the system to care for children in Foster Care. The money was 
spent on other things, and went into other bank accounts. *wink, wink* 
 
The original reasons these children had to be removed in the first place and placed 
in Foster Care was that they were in danger. No one is ‘stealing’ children from the 
tribes.  The Tribes themselves are creating a system where hundreds of children go 
‘missing’ and no one is allowed to look for them.  
 
They were rescued from extreme neglect, abuse and even rape and torture,  by 
Foster Families.  Those pushing ICWA/NICWA extremes portray Foster Families as 
evil, and that is just wrong.  
 
No one is saying: “Wow, in order to make things better for these children, we should 
absolutely be cleaning up the rampant corruption and sexual abuse on the rez!”  No 
one except whistleblowers, and they are viewed by those running this scheme, as 
the enemy.  
 
No one from Federal or State Government is saying: We have to investigate where 
this money is going and why the housing remains putrid, the schools falling apart, 
and the children in danger. No one is supporting anyone in or out of the tribes that 
try to put a stop to the drug dealing, the embezzlements, and the assaults.  
 
The Good People who love their families, love their tribes, their people, their lands, 
are being shoved aside and robbed by the corruption that starts at the top and is 
supported by every Federal Agency that is supposed to be protecting the children, 
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but which instead protects the massive corruption and uses their authority to 
oppress anyone that would rally for change and improvement.  
 
Rarely do we get any leaders in any tribes that can or want to stand up to the 
corruption and abuse. Those who do seldom find any support and always find that 
the Federal Government will do everything in its power to remove them.  
 
Politicians play neatly into this as they don’t have to actually see the results of their 
turning their backs on those who complain. They only speak with ‘leaders’ and of 
those ‘leaders’ only those who politically support them.  Remember: No one is 
looking at where millions of dollars goes every month. No one.  
 
Good People within tribes who try to make changes, rarely find any allies in any 
government agency.  Those whom they find, they treasure and they honor.  Thomas 
Sullivan has been so honored for his relentless work to help those who want to make 
communities, tribes, regions safer for their children.  
 
Tom Sullivan has been honored by those who know that he risks being outcast by 
his own agency for daring to do the work of building, healing and repairing broken 
systems in child and family care.  
 
Tom Sullivan is the only one in the agencies that wants to make life safer and 
healthier for the children on the rez. THAT is how to decrease and eventually stop 
the line of children having to seek safety and support from outside of the rez, you 
heal the communities first.   
 
But those who want ICWA/NICWA to control children care nothing about the safety 
and the healing and strengthening of these children. They don’t even discuss it. 
Children are to them, property. And they are valuable property in that they are worth 
Federal Dollars.   
 
And with no one looking at who is taking care of the children (except the tribal judges 
whose standards are dictated by Tribal Leaders; leaders who themselves are often 
involved in massive corruption, drug running, human trafficking) and no one looking 
at where billions more in Federal Funding is going, there is no plan to make the 
communities and the homes safer and more healthy for the children.  
 
These children may not even be from the tribes where they are parachuted in. Any 
tribe anywhere can claim any child that is in the system, regardless of the lack of 
documentation that would prove that child belongs to that tribe. Any child in the 
system.  
 
Worse, any child within the tribe can be taken from their own parents, regardless of 
whether the parents have done anything wrong, and removed to another home, near 
or far, without the parents being able to do anything to get them back.  
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Imagine the mayor or your town being able to come and snatch your children from 
you without you having any recourse or even being able to know where they are? 
Imagine the kind of power that would hold over your head and over everyone in your 
community.  Would you stand up to the corruption? Would you call out those whom 
you know are breaking the law if they are connected to those leaders who have that 
kind of power? Would you risk losing your children for standing up?  
 
What kind of ‘improvement’ would this lead to in any community, much less those as 
remote as reservations? Would that make the corrupt more powerful? Absolutely! 
 
And would that increased corruption and decreased access to assistance make 
people more helpless? Absolutely.  
 
And yet, that is the course being pursued by those championing ICWA/NICWA and 
politicians are given this rosy story of “Bringing our children back to their culture”.  
Have you seen the rez? Have you seen ‘culture’? You think the Pow Wow is 
‘culture’? You think the ceremonial dances they do for your visits are what the 
children are being taught?  
 
Do you think that once all the children are back, (and that will be children whose 
families have no connection to any tribe for generations), they will then be treated 
with dignity and respect?  
 
How can you think that a policy that gleefully tells of snatching kids out of schools 
and taking them hundreds of miles away with no warning, has any consideration for 
the safety and well-being of that child?  
 
Politicians see only the ceremonial welcome dances. They are praised by the man at 
the microphone.  They know nothing of True History. They know nothing of how the 
government created massive family dysfunction and how that is now a legacy of 
abuse and neglect and futility.  They think they can fix everything and make it all 
right by throwing vulnerable children into chaos, darkness, confusion and terror to 
‘fix them’.  
 
It’s easy to wash Federal Hands of any responsibility to the children or to the 
community through ICWA/NICWA. Just make it a law that no one can question or 
investigate child abuse, neglect or trafficking if it takes place on the reservation or 
through leadership policies on reservations. (Think of the money we’ll save on police 
reports!).   
 
The hard work, the necessary work, would be to start fixing the communities. Start 
weeding out the corruption instead of feeding it.  That means weeding it out of the 
agencies that have themselves become so corrupt that tribal governments that aren’t 
corrupt stand no chance of thriving.  
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We have to fix this at the Federal and State Levels.  We can’t just start allowing 
these children to be stolen and thrown into chaos and corruption with no chance to 
transition or to reconnect with those who cared for them.  
 
We have to make the children SAFE first. That means follow up. That means eyes-
on follow up. Not just some self evaluation by a tribal agency that itself has no 
oversight and is corrupt.  
 
Thomas Sullivan has worked with tribes and other communities to make children 
safer, and the communities more whole, and healthy.  But despite the honors from 
those tribes who have benefited from his involvement, and the progress he has 
made, he is considered the enemy.  
 
The ACF is moving every lever it has to get him fired. They are even calling him a 
Racist.  
 
His background is so multi-cultural he can truthfully claim to the the United Nations 
of families.  
 
He is a threat because he doesn’t want the Federal Government to install permanent 
corruption and permanent predatory practices upon tribes or their children.  
 
Don’t kid yourself: the most lucrative of all the Black Market schemes is Human 
Trafficking and of that, Children are the biggest money makers. Having the power to 
sell or rent children to anyone without anyone being able to investigate or stop you, 
is a huge deal.  
 
Behind all of this is the Casey Family Programs.  They have become so entwined 
with government corruption that removing them and everyone affiliated with them 
would leave most of the agencies as mere shells. They have infected all of the 
agencies and their program is a scam.  
 
They are the reason that we see over and over again, nationally and locally, horror 
stories of children being abused, tortured, enslaved and murdered and nothing in the 
agencies that allowed it, changing.  
 
ICWA/NICWA is their brain child. Their premise is that children are better off with 
their abusers, rapists families than they are if removed to a safe haven, nurturing 
home. They keep no records on how many children are re-abused, murdered or died 
of neglect as the result of their policies being practiced. No records of any of their 
failures, despite the shocking headlines in states where their policies are followed by 
mandate of law. No records. No accountability.  
 
But Thomas Sullivan is the enemy?  
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There’s the sweep it under the rug and call if fixed, kinda way, and there’s the get in 
there and do the hard work and work with the communities and fix it kinda way. One 
way keeps the children safe, remaining in their own communities, going to school 
with their friends. One way allows them to flourish.   
 
The other way just rips them out of the only safe homes they’ve ever known. It 
makes them property, not people. It makes some very key people powerful, while 
disempowering the very children they pretend to be saving.  
 
There are some very big, very important people who do not want investigations to 
expose their involvement in the sexual abuse and trafficking of children.  By making 
laws that literally make it illegal for any agency to investigate the abuses, ever, they 
assure themselves of safe passage through history, and avoid both disgrace and 
prison time.  
 
What’s happening in Great Britain, all that is being exposed there, is because media 
began, after decades of ignoring both the symptoms and core evil of rampant child 
abuse at every level of government, with major media being complicit, and Scotland 
Yard compromised, media began to take seriously the thousands of reports and 
stories of horror and abuse as told by witnesses and survivors.   
 
The ICWA/NICWA legislation is a barrier to anyone, no police agency and no media, 
can ever investigate any story or report of abuse or child rape without those who are 
in charge of the rez allowing it.  
 
Whom do you think such legislation protects? Certainly not the children. Now, tell 
your Elected Representatives at every level: Local, State, Federal, you want them to 
address this directly.  
 
Hold them accountable. Keep after them until these rocks are turned over and all 
that dwells underneath are exposed, at every level of government.  
 
The Children were not placed in Foster Care on or off the rez because someone 
wanted to steal the children and kill First Nations culture.  They were removed 
because they were in horrifically dangerous circumstances of neglect and abuse and 
the tribal government had failed to make the community safer, or the home healthier.  
 
No one is taking children to steal them. No one is taking children from poor but 
loving homes.  Children are being removed because of danger. Many are 
hospitalized and remain damaged because of the neglect or abuse.  
 
ICWA/NICWA is seeking only to claim children, not to protect them. If the tribes 
could protect them they would not have been in Foster Care to begin with. Returning 
them to the Tribes, or in many cases kidnapping them to place them with tribes they 
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have never been a part of, does nothing to make it safer for those children and that 
is the nightmare being legislated right now.  
 
Contact your elected Senators and Representatives and tell them that the children 
need safety first, and cultural reclamation after the crime and abuse and corruption 
has been provably diminished by removing those who are, by their corruption, a 
danger to their own communities.  
 
Tell them to learn what is really happening in those communities, not from the 
leaders and the shows, but by listening to the whistleblowers.  
 
The Children are counting on you. The children count. Every child deserves a safe, 
secure home where they are valued for the treasure that they are, and not as 
property, not as a check from the government, and not as something that can be 
sold and re-sold.  
 
Making laws that make it illegal to investigate when a child is raped, abused or 
neglected is not how you ‘reclaim native culture’.  Rooting out the corruption is how 
you reclaim both Native Culture and make the children safe in their homes. 
Investigating the reports of abuse and rape is how you begin to make them safe.  
 
Demand legislation that makes the children safe, not turn them into property.  
 
You know where to find me.  
 
~Cat 

 


